
Wings Over Waxhaw
www.wingsoverwaxhaw.org

Issue 4: SPRING 2020

Welcome to the Spring Edition!

In this Edition:

• Flying Destinations: KMGU.  Greenville, 

SC (Downtown)

• CFI Corner: Good vs Bad Landings

• Member accomplishments

• Spring Operations: Disinfecting Cockpits

• Member Photos

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Due to the COVID-19 Virus Wings Over Waxhaw Monthly Club 

Meetings have been suspended.  Announcements will be made via 

email regarding continuation of Monthly Meetings.

Upcoming 

Meetings

TBD: DUE to   

COVID=19.
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FLYING DESTINATIONS

Airport Profile: KGMU

Grenville Downtown Airport Greenville, SC

Located 80NM W of N52

RWY 01/19: 5393 x 100 ft, asphalt

RWY 10/28: 4000 x 80ft., asphalt

Fuel: 100LL Full Serve 

Instrument Approaches:

Yes: ILS & RNAV

On the Next Page are comments regarding KGMU From Eric Parks 

and Brian Malley 
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Airport Profile: KGMU

Grenville Downtown Airport Greenville, SC

From Eric Parks and Brian Malley:

Eric Parks and I flew to KGMU- Greenville Downtown

The Runway Café is on the field next to a tie down area just off 

Runway 01...Land- exit A3 to South Ramp- right in front of you

Very informal place!

Good Food.

Limited menu- but great "specials"- typical food is burgers; 

sandwiches; salads.

Super large TV screens with flying stuff on the walls with interesting 

videos playing.

Staff very friendly.

Gets a lot of locals non pilots so it must be good.

Huge children's play area next to café.

They gave us a "fly-in" discount.

Flight time about 1 hr.

Good practice getting there via Greer Approach and KGMU Tower!
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Good and Bad Landings

You are just about to complete a long, demanding cross country flight; 

circumnavigating severe storms, dealing with cranky controllers, pushing 

the limits of both aircraft and human, now there is only one thing 

remaining to make or break the judgement we all face as being 

considered a good pilot or not: THE LANDING!  It doesn’t matter how 

demanding a particular flight will be or how much work you have done to 

complete the journey, our pilot skills are “judged” at the end of the flight by 

our landing.  Whether you are a Private Pilot taking friends or family on a 

journey or an airline pilot flying passengers to their destination, we are all 

judged by the final touchdown.   As I say goodbye to my deplaning 

passengers there is always  at least one comment about how good or bad 

the flight was based on my landing.  

The next few pages discuss making “Good and Bad Landings”.  I have a 

re-print from a publishing Brian Malley posted to the group, and one from 

an AOPA Flight Training Magazine Article.  As you read each post a 

common theme is present: Proper airspeed, aimpoint, descent rate, and 

lateral flight path are all vital in making the approach and landing 

successful..  

-
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Good and Bad Landings

A STABILIZED APPROACH  is vital in every landing operation.  The 

airlines designate Stabilized Approach Criteria and if not met it is 

mandatory to accomplish a Go-Around. Both discussions below mention 

the Go-Around, but before that I will give you some insight on Stabilized 

Approach Criteria at Delta Air Lines:

Maximum Descent Rat above 1000’ AFE (Above Field Elevation) should 

never exceed current aircraft altitude.  Example: passing 2000’ AFE, the 

maximum descent rate would be 2000 FPM.

No Lower than 1000’ AFE: Fully Configured for landing; Maintain 

Stabilized Descent Rate Not to Exceed 1000 FPM;  Aligned with Runway 

of Intended Landing.

No Lower than 500’ AFE: On Target Airspeed; Engines Stabilized at Thrust 

Setting required to maintain desired airspeed and rate of descent.

Crossing Threshold: Positioned to make landing in Touchdown Zone.
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There is much more to making that Perfect Greaser than you may think.  

The successful landing starts well before touchdown. This Quarter we will 

review a few pointers on making the landing .  

The following was published on Flight Circle by Brian Malley: 

The approach is the first part that must be right. So if your approach is not 

on speed and stable, save that bad landing by going around* and setting it 

up again.

On speed means having the correct speed for the conditions and 

stabilized at that speed. A common mistake is not getting the elevator 

trimmed for the desired speed. If you do this then the control pressures 

are the same for every landing. If you don’t, then every landing is different.

Another mistake is that the pilot gets fixated on the aim point. Remember 

the purpose of the aim point is just to get you to the runway at a safe 

height. Once you have accomplished that, the aim point is no longer 

useful.
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Brian Malley, con’t: 

On final, you should frequently move your focal reference point from the 

aiming point to a ways down the runway, then to objects on the airport 

adjacent to the runway. As you approach the aim point, you need to focus 

your vision farther down the runway. The distance should be proportional 

to the speed of the aircraft. If you focus too close, things will be blurred 

and the reaction can be too abrupt or too late resulting in over control or 

drop in landings. If you focus too far away, the result can be a nose first 

landing.

Since the visual point is dependent upon speed, you will need to move 

your visual focus point closer to the airplane as you slow down in the flare. 

Another problem can be trying to look over the nose. As the cowling starts 

to block our vision over the nose, we have to move our view over to the 

10:30 or 11:00 position.

So make sure you have a stabilized approach, are in trim on final and try 

looking a little further down the runway after you cross the threshold, but 

then after you have started the flare bring it back a little closer to you. 

Maybe that will help you get those greasers we all want.”
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Portions of an article published by Alton Marsh for Flight Training 

Magazine and published by Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association:

“MAKING GRACEFUL LANDINGS

A GOOD LANDING BEGINS WELL BEFORE TOUCHDOWN

September 1, 2018

By Alton K. Marsh”

Holding the proper speed for each leg of the traffic pattern will set you 

up for success when it comes time to pitch up for the flare and 

gracefully set the airplane down on the runway. 

Downwind legs should have a speed limit sign like the ones you exceed 

when driving (c’mon, you know you do). If you don’t want to float just 

above the runway too long because of excessive speed, don’t scream 

down the downwind leg. Use the speeds suggested by your flight 

instructor or the aircraft manufacturer for downwind, base, and final legs 

and accurately hold them.
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It isn’t just consistent speeds that are important. Flying a consistent pattern 

helps you arrive over the runway threshold without aggressive 

maneuvering. Make a mental note of what it looks like when you turn from 

downwind to base at the proper distance—you’ll have distance to set up on 

a stable final approach, but won’t be too far from the runway.
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Portions of an article published by Alton Marsh for Flight Training 

Magazine and published by Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association:

“MAKING GRACEFUL LANDINGS

A GOOD LANDING BEGINS WELL BEFORE TOUCHDOWN

September 1, 2018

By Alton K. Marsh”

. 
Being too fast on final approach could lead to “floating” just above the 

surface too far down the runway to make a safe landing on the 

remaining runway. Pilots have gotten into trouble in this situation when 

they try to push the nose down. That results in something called a 

porpoise, when the nosewheel strikes the runway followed by the main 

gear, followed by the nose gear and continuing. If you float too far down 

the runway, don’t try to force a landing. A go-around is a good solution.

Trimming for the correct airspeed will help you touch down consistently 

on the first third of the runway. Flying too fast may cause the airplane to 

float down the runway as it dissipates speed; pilots can aggravate the 

problem by trying to force the airplane onto the runway, causing a 

potentially dangerous porpoise. Fly too slowly, and you may have to add 

power low to the ground to avoid landing short of the runway. Low 

airspeed also may result in a stall when the pilot begins the roundout.
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The following was published by Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association:
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The following was published by Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association:
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The following was published by Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association:

Things to practice

Airspeed control—Trim the aircraft in level flight to pattern speeds and 

power settings.

Roundout—Your instructor may have you descend to a safe target altitude 

and level off as you would when landing.

Level flight picture—Look at the amount of land between the cowling and 

the sky when on the ground to determine level attitude in flight.

Landing attitude—Watch the sight picture during climbout to see what is 

also the proper landing attitude.

Slow flight above the runway—Your instructor may have you conduct slow 

flight almost the entire length of the runway without landing to ensure you 

can level off at the proper altitude.

JARGON

Just before the airplane touches down, a pilot pitches the airplane up to 

slow the rate of descent and airspeed for landing. The FAA uses the terms 

roundout and flare interchangeably to describe this fluid transition from 

approach attitude to landing attitude, but many instructors find it helpful to 

describe it in phases: The roundout is a level-off at about 10 feet above 

the runway to slow the rate of descent, and the flare is when the airplane’s 

nose rises above level to continue bleeding off airspeed and settle onto 

the runway.
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Member Accomplishments

Congratulations Reuben Bakker on Your FIRST SOLO!

Reuben Slipped the Surly Bonds by Himself on 22 March 2020!
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At the time of this writing we are all in an unfamiliar state of current 

affairs due to COVID 19, the Coronavirus.  Unlike 9-11, this disruption 

in aviation, and life in general, takes on a different format.  We are all 

dealing with, and each in our own way, but to respect each other and 

more importantly the virus one of the items that we need to consider 

is how to properly  disinfect the airplanes we fly.  The following 

information was recently disseminated to the club (Thanks Brian):

How to disinfect a cockpit

Your best tools are a lint-free cloth and a bottle of at least 70-percent 

isopropyl alcohol. This is the kind of alcohol you may have in a bottle in 

your medicine cabinet, or (hopefully) still find one at a drug store or 

supermarket. The percentage of alcohol should be listed right on the bottle.

Garmin, Avidyne, and Dynon all publish recommendations for their own 

equipment, but they essentially agree on the technique. For the displays 

themselves, get the cloth wet with the alcohol solution and wipe the screen 

area that people touch. You shouldn’t have so much liquid it runs down the 

screen as you wipe, but it’s good to see some moisture left behind on the 

screen.
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Leave the screen wet for at least 30 seconds. This detail is overlooked by 

some and important if you want sanitization. You can let the alcohol 

solution evaporate off, or you can clean it with a microfiber cloth or 

avionics screen cleaner like iCloth. Just remember: Sanitize first, then 

clean. Include your iPad or other portable avionics in your cleaning as well. 

You can’t infect yourself, but  your iPad could be a vector into the cockpit 

for something that affects others.

For the bezels and knobs, the same isopropyl alcohol and a cloth are still 

your best friend.  Garmin allows a damp cloth with mild soap and water 

where practical.  The key with cleaning the controls is that few avionics are 

watertight, so don’t let any liquid to get past the knobs or buttons and into 

the equipment. Again, leave surfaces damp for at least 30 seconds before 

wiping away any excess.

Never use ammonia or bleach cleaners (like pre-moistened Clorox wipes) 

on any avionics surface. They can damage the anti-glare and oleophobic 

coatings on screens and can even remove the painted text on the bezel. In 

truth, even alcohol can affect oleophobic coatings, but there’s not much 

you can do there. Don’t use paper towels on any glass surface as it can 

leave tiny scratches.
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As for the rest of the cockpit, wiping with isopropyl alcohol or a solution 

of 10-percent Clorox in water will disinfect other surfaces such as the 

flight controls, power quadrant, etc. The same caveat applies about not 

getting water inside items—like the push-to-talk switch on the yoke—

and letting surfaces stay damp for at least 30 seconds before wiping 

away any excess. It might help to go through your start and runup 

checklists to see all the items you touch … it’s amazing how many 

things there are.

Don’t forget about your headset, and especially the mic which its right 

at your lips. Consider leaving it in the bag until it can go straight to your 

head. Wiping it down before and after use isn’t a bad idea, either. For 

our ATP members: "Likewise with oxygen masks or cannulas
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Davis and Eliu adding alternator to 35R.
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Congratulations Reuben Bakker On your First Solo! 

“I soloed! 10 years after ground school and my first lessons 

and after a lifetime of wanting to fly, I am finally back at it and 

pursuing my license. I soloed on March 22, thanks to the 

help of my instructor Preston Schumann!!”
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Jim Dettinger and wife Laurie 

Flying to St. Simons Island        

(Dodging T-Storms!)


